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JOVANKA STANOJEVIĆ

Stanojević’s art can be considered a realism not reduced to recognition, in the conviction 
that a painting is always an interpretation of the world determined by conventions, ideology 
and the spirit of the time. Realism becomes one of the possible ways of exploration of a new 
society and new perspectives on society and nature. Through her portraits, the Serbian 
artist allows us to perceive a subject as a significant image of our cultural environment, the 
artist’s own relationship with reality, trying to let the viewer see for a moment the world 
from another perspective, giving him the freedom to change perspectives.

Jovanka Stanojević uses dry pastel, cardboard, twigs and other materials in combination 
with heavy layers of color in her enlarged portraits. The haptic effect is achieved thus in two 
ways, from the hyper-realistic depiction of the person’s head, but also from the application 
of materials that add a third dimension to the painting. Stanojević’s enlarged portraits 
celebrate the uniqueness and difference of each human being, and search for the sublime 
in the everyday and in what is considered ordinary. The use of mixed media helps her 
achieve the realistic effect, but also natural textures applied to the paintings convey a sense 
of connectedness between humans and nature.
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